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City Council - Worksession
Monday, February 24, 2020, 5:00 p.m.
City Council Chambers
(meeting will not be cablecast)

1.

CALL TO ORDER

2.

ROLL CALL

3.

COUNCIL BUSINESS and/or DISCUSSION ITEMS
3.1 Discussion; Review Data on Organized Garbage Hauling.

4.

3.2

Discussion; Proposed Charter Amendments (Salaries & Filling Vacancies)

3.3

Discussion; MN Highway 47 (St. Francis Boulevard) Corridor Project Open House Recap.

*Charter Commission members invited to attend and participate in discussion.

ADJOURNMENT
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COUNCIL WORKSESSION MEMO
Meeting Date:

February 24, 2020

Agenda Section:

Council Business and/or Discussion Items

Item Description:

Discussion; Review Data on Organized Garbage Hauling

Submitted By:

Pam Bowman, Communications & Recycling Manager

Agenda Item # 3.1

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
After discussion at the October 28, 2019 City Council Worksession, Council directed Staff to schedule an open
house to provide information to the public about organized garbage hauling and the process the City would need
to follow, should the City Council wish to pursue it. At your December 9, 2019 Worksession, Staff requested
review and discussion of the draft PowerPoint presentation to be presented at the open house.
The open house was held on Thursday, January 23, 2020, from 6-8 p.m. at Green Haven Golf Course & Event
Center. There were 42 attendees, including residents and hauler representatives. City Manager Greg Lee gave
the presentation and held a question and answer session following it. Feedback forms were provided to all
attendees present. QCTV video recorded the entire presentation. Following the open house, the presentation,
video, and feedback form were posted to the city website. Soon after, an online survey was added to the
website to provide people an alternative way to respond on the topic.
Attached is a report categorizing (support – opposed – undecided) the responses from residents. Please note the
responses in the report only include those compiled through the feedback form, the online survey, and emails
sent directly to City Council and/or Staff.
Comments posted directly on social media, at the January 23, 2020 open house, and from the February 3, 2020
City Council meeting are not included in this report; however, they are easily accessible through our Facebook
page (under the organized hauling posts), the open house video produced by QCTV on our website, and the
February 3rd City Council meeting minutes.

COUNCIL DIRECTION REQUESTED
Staff is requesting Council direction on how to proceed.
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ORGANIZED SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
Citizen Feedback Report – February 24, 2020
The following feedback was compiled through the Feedback Form, Online Survey, and Emails to City Council and Staff.
Comments posted on social media, made at the January open house, and from the February 3rd City Council meeting are not included in this report;
however, they are easily accessible through our Facebook page, the open house video produced by QCTV, and the Feb. 3rd meeting minutes.

SUPPORT
#
1

2

Name/Address
Alan & Roxanne Wells
714 Cross Street
SUPPORT
Amanda Baker
1821 8th Ave
SUPPORT

3

Andrew Heidemann
734 Birch St
SUPPORT

4

Barbara Canny
1220-5th Ave
SUPPORT

Comments
Support less garbage haulers on our streets. City has done an excellent job improving our streets.

I fully support organized garbage collection. My street went through a street reconstruction project in 2013
and was sealed 2 year ago. There are numerous cracks developing already. Also my driveway apron is cracked
from large trucks backing up into my driveway to turn. I see no good reason to have multiple garbage haulers if
the city can organize one for the whole city or one per neighborhood with reasonable prices. Also as someone
who works a few nights per month and has to try to sleep on a garbage day, the decrease in noise would be
greatly appreciated.
I am writing you today in support of the cities proposal of a single trash hauler. I am always frustrated with the
amount of trucks that go up and down our street on a garbage day. We as tax paying citizens invest a large
amount of money into our streets and we need to protect that investment. I was hoping to make it to the
meeting to discuss this with you but I cannot attend so I decided to send an email. Thank you for taking the
time to serve our city and I appreciate everything you all do for our city. Anoka is a great place to live and I am
happy to have good people representing us.
After paying for new road in front of my house, watching many garbage trucks passing by, and seeing the effect
of buses on South St., I want only two garbage trucks on my street – garbage and recycling. Please do not
mandate collection. Some of us recycle and travel. Carriers have no provisions for either. Not snowbirds!
Travel for months at a time. In summer haulers start very early. Sometimes are early as 5:30 a.m. almost
always before 6:30 a.m. Hours should be part of the contract.
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5

Carol Moen
168 Yoho Dr.
SUPPORT

6

Cheryl Knapek
717 Fremont St.
SUPPORT
Daniel Dahlheimer
720 Benton St.
SUPPORT
Dave Peterson
SUPPORT

7

8

9

David Groth
4040 10th Lane
SUPPORT

10 Doug and Catherine
Dehn
1134 Benton St
SUPPORT
11 Gretchen Schlosser
251 McCann Ave
SUPPORT

Yes! I think we should go to a single garbage hauler. The City of Anoka should get bids each year. Less wear
and tear on our streets and if would be safer. I have seen trucks zip by my house at an unsafe speed because
they only have one or two stops in my neighborhood. Let’s cut down on the wear and tear on our streets and
make them quieter and safer.
I think it is a no-brianer – Go for organized collection!

I support organized solid waste collection. Would also like to have every other week solid waste similar to
recycling. Also, need to get commercial vehicles off residential streets. I have a number of neighbors parking
their commercial vehicles at their homes.
Attended your meetings a couple years back and strongly supported the single trash hauler or the zone system
in order to remove the many trucks that travel down my street. At this north east side of town several trucks
use our street to get to the correct side of the next street just to pick up one or two homes. We still support
the change!!! When we came to town in 67, Peterson Brothers were the soul collector. I also challenge the
council to be aware of how the trash is disposed of, especially the yard waste. We like the one hauler for the
recycling, the yard waste could be the same. Many companies use this as a leverage to get people to change
haulers, with big promises and then hidden changes later. For the last four years Curbside has been the least
desirable as drivers zoom down our streets in the neighborhood (kids and old folks walk the streets) just to get
a couple of homes. Not very wise use of energy. ACE is still the best hauler you have. Thanks.
The City SHOULD go back to Organized Solid Waste Collection. I was NOT in favor of this in 2014-2015 because
I was very satisfied with my vendor service and price. However, I have since retired and now witness the
steady all day caravan of garbage trucks in my neighborhood every Wednesday. I didn’t understand how bad it
was. Now I see the problem. The City should do what it can to better manage our waste removal services.
Please keep in mind, the cost per household is an important consideration. I was paying $21 per month to ACE
and just recently switched to Curbside to get to $11 per month. The providers seem to have a lot of swing
room on price. I’d be OK in the $15-$25 per month range.
We strongly support the single hauler/organized collection ideas. Collection of “trash” is so much like hauling
recycling, providing electric power, etc. that is like a utility. The saving of our streets would be an added
bonus.
Yes, the Anoka City Council should implement organized collection, for a number of reasons:
1. There are too many garbage trucks on our street, causing damage to the roadway and bringing danger to the
children, bicyclists and walkers in the neighborhood, since we don't have sidewalks.
2. Street assessments are very expensive. We paid a $5,400 assessment at our previous home and it was a very
difficult financial hurdle to overcome. That was several years ago and the costs will only increase with time.
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12 Jake Becker
4001 8th Ave
SUPPORT
13 Jeremy Becker
4001 8th Ave
SUPPORT
14 Jill Tetrick
3938 9th Ave
SUPPORT
15 Joanna Gilbert
SUPPORT

16 John Olson
SUPPORT

17 Kathy Johnson
241 McCann Ave
SUPPORT

3. The people talking about "choice" and "freedom" aren't taking into account the "choice" and the "freedom"
they will experience when it is time to pay the street assessment. The garbage companies mailing out
brochures aren't going to pay those assessments, as they are not the taxpayers and the property owners.
This situation is not unlike changing the bar closing time, as the taxpayers were footing the public safety bill for
the businesses and people coming to Anoka to finish their night out on the town. The council made the correct
decision there, benefiting the taxpayers and the safety of our community.
I am in favor of organized waste collection in order to improve the condition of the roads and side streets.

I am for organized waste pickup. I see no need for 6 trucks wrecking our streets when one can do the job. Also
large waste of fuel to have trucks going down streets to pick a few cans rather than all of them.
I am in favor of organized solid waste collection for some of the following reasons:
- Environmental – emissions, disposal of old road/streets, reuse-energy it takes reuse
I need to have a small can – I recycle and compost. I need to suspend in winter months. I would like option to
share/combine with neighbors.
I have been hearing a lot of bad press for the city to move to a single collection service. I for one would be
thrilled with such a change. I live right in downtown Anoka and on garbage day we have at least 4 different
garbage services coming down our block. It is noisy and dangerous and seems really wasteful to have such
scattered routes. Since the routes are so scattered I see garbage trucks racing down our block to get to their
next pick up and also racing down the alleys. In addition to all the extra trucks coming through, we often have
people soliciting their garbage services door to door which is another nuisance. A single service negotiated
through the city would be a welcome relief. I also hope that the City of Anoka would consider offering curbside
compost in the future to help reduce the waste in our City. I currently participate in the Anoka County compost
program, but it is far from convenient. Thank you for your time.
I’m assuming you all received the mailer encouraging Anoka residents to come to a council meeting on Feb 3
and complain to you all about Big Government choosing our trash collection services... I just wanted to send
you a note thanking you for taking your time to discuss and resolve this. I am in favor of a city-wife contract, as
I’m assuming this goes out for bid to all the major haulers, and is then granted to the “low-bid” hauler. It seems
to make great sense, and I assume it will also cut down on unnecessary traffic and road damage from multiple
trucks on streets per day. Please feel free to let me know if my assumptions are wrong or I’m misinformed, but
from what I understand, approval of a city-wide contract is exactly what we need. Regardless of your personal
stance on this issue and politics in general, thank you all for taking your time to serve the residents of Anoka!
I am thrilled that Anoka is serious about reducing the truck traffic on our residential streets! I live on a short
street with only 25 houses. I watch 5-10 garbage trucks zoom down our street each Thursday and I know that
there must be a smarter/greener way!! The wear and tear on our streets from these large trucks is
unbelievable. Any marginal increase to cost for residents is a fraction to the net savings in street repairs/
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18 Laurie Elvig
427 VanBuren St
SUPPORT
19 Margaret Anderson
620 Madison St
SUPPORT

20 Marie Becker
4001 8th Ave
SUPPORT

replacements. Garbage collection, like recycling collection is BEST done by the least amount of trucks as
possible. Residents don’t complain about having a single utility provider like electricity or gas! While I know it
does not scale, I believe that residents who believe their “Choice” of garbage haulers is more important than
the longevity of our streets should be charged *MORE* when their street is replaced. Thank you for
attempting to spend *MY* tax money wisely!
I am not able to attend the public meeting but wanted to weigh in that I support organized hauling in Anoka. It
makes sense in terms of the wear and tear on the streets to limit the number of trucks traversing back and
forth across the city.
Mr. Skogquist,
Thank you for your service to the city of Anoka. I wanted to let you know that I am in support of organized
trash collection for a variety of reasons - reduction of noise, wear-and-tear on the roads, emissions,
etc. While I support the free market and the right of garbage-haulers to compete for business, I do not see why
this cannot be done at the city level rather than the individual level. I realize that you do not need convincing
on this issue. However, if and when the proposal is passed, I would like the council to consider a few things in
selecting a trash hauler. Normally, cost is the main decision-making factor (if not the ONLY factor).
Please think about giving these aspects equal weight to saving money:
*Choosing a local trash collection company. Republic Services may be able to afford to underbid the
competition but we are not supporting the local or regional economy as much as we could/should.
*Valuing the independently-owned business. Anoka is small-business central and its citizens obviously
appreciate this. Please keep this in mind when considering bids.
*Prioritizing the environment. Environmental impact is more than just the number of trucks on the road.
Where are those truck coming from? Does the company strive to exceed environmental regulations and how?
I appreciate you taking the time to consider all of the options to make the best decision possible - whatever
that decision is, you have my support. Many thanks to you for all of your efforts.
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2019/06/05/minnesota-cities-organized-trashpickupsee-lower-costs-controversy
City Council, I would like to let you know my opinion for consolidated garbage In the City of Anoka. I believe
this would be a good thing for our city in many ways. To preserve our roads, keep noise and traffic and
pollution out of our neighborhoods. Our neighborhood streets are due for resurfacing this spring and I don't
want them tore up like they are now from the garbage truck traffic along the edges of the streets. I trust the
City will negotiate the best price and service for our citizens. I have talked to my friends in neighboring cities
who have this and have no problems with the service or the cost. So please move ahead with consolidated
garbage collection in our City. Thank you for your consideration!
I’m all for organized waste collection! I trust my city will negotiate a good price and I trust the city will have my
best interest in mind. I do not like the condition of our roads. My street has many cracks and problems right
along the edge right where garbage trucks travel. I do not like the extra traffic, noise and pollution put out by
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21 Mava Mikkonen
943 Madison St
SUPPORT

all the extra garbage trucks all day long on my garbage day. I hear Blaine does just fine with this arrangement.
My friend in Blaine likes it. Please move forward with organized trash service. Thank you!
Yes...The reasons seem clear. The multitude of garbage haulers traveling our city streets per week is to the
point of ridiculous and causes damage to our streets, all of which has to be repaired more often than
necessary, costing everyone a lot of money. We currently contract with Ace Solid Waste, who has been a
responsible hauler. However, my neighbor has changed 2 or 3 times due to some not so responsible.
If you have monitored the Neighborhood website, you have likely read a few of the concerns. However, Gary
and I agree we need to let the city come up with a unified hauler or haulers if some are assigned to specific
areas of the city. As usual there are those who do not trust the city to get us the best deal possible. However,
there comes a time when we simply have to trust that the city is indeed looking out for our interests and will
work on our behalf. Some areas of concern include:
* Different sized containers available at costs appropriate to the size of the container.
* A reasonable fee based on the area of the city/population being served. (# of homes, apartments, etc.)
* The city to consider bids based on flexibility, meaning size of cans.
* Perhaps consider going back out for bids every 5 years. Whatever is reasonable to keep everyone on top of
their game. Everyone should know this contract isn't a given for eternity. Perhaps base contract renewal on
complaints received at City Hall by the public. Just throwing that out.
* Problems that come up and can't be solved with the hauler directly will be called in to the city, with residents
expecting the city's intervention.
* Contracts should include language addressing: Either party's ability to end a contract if there are disputes
that cannot receive a resolution upon reasonable review by the city. Not sure how that will work, but there
are some haulers out there who are terrible, but they might come in with a low bid. How is that monitored?

22 Michelle Olson
956 Cross St
SUPPORT

We have used Ace Solid Waste for several years. I have encouraged them to submit a bid that is reasonable
with variables addressing various needs for our residents. As I mentioned, my neighbor signed with a cheaper
hauler, but the service was terrible and unreliable. I don't know how all this will work, but I know we residents
have to trust our city to work this out in our best interests. We simply can't continue to have 5-6 haulers
traveling our city streets on one garbage day.
Due to the fact I am unable to make the community open house that is scheduled for January 23, I am writing
to provide feedback regarding to the Organized Garbage Hauling here in the City of Anoka. When this topic
came up a few years ago for discussion I was not in support of an organized garbage hauling system here in the
City of Anoka. I felt as homeowner I have the right to decide whom I am contracting service with; however,
since that time I have a completely different view on organized garbage hauling and now I am in favor and
support the City of Anoka moving towards this. The reasons being:
1. Too much wear and tear on our roads: Almost 5 years ago our block was part of the restoration/new road
construction (900 Block of Cross Street). Having to have an assessment on my property to help pay for this
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23 Mike Cofrin
1614 Riverspointe Ct
SUPPORT

24 Nancy Volk
2218 6th Ave

project I worry about the beating our street is currently taking every week with the numerous garbage trucks
coming down our street on Tuesdays. At a glance we have seven garbage services being used by my fellow
neighbors: Ace, Curbside, Walters, LePage & Sons, Randy’s and Republic Services. When in effect, adding in the
service providers yard waste service this can jump from seven providers now to a dozen traveling down one
city block providing a service.
2. Having seven garbage services driving up and down the street from 7am to 7pm becomes a nuisance during
the months when windows and doors are open. Having one provider come and service our block and being
done for the day provides the rest of our day with typical neighborhood noises.
3. I have seen firsthand where neighbors don’t either have garbage service and/or haven’t paid their bill and
garbage is being stacked outside the garage/home. Not only does this become an eyesore for the neighbors
(blight) it also attracts rodents and other critters. I have known where a neighbor did not have garbage service
and buried their garbage in the backyard and sold their home. The new owners start doing landscaping and
now discovering “garbage” in their soil/yard having them to now clean up this mess. Having garbage services
part of the monthly Anoka Municipal Utilities bill all residents are ensured having a garbage service.
4. Having an organized garbage service, I would hope the City of Anoka would obtain the best service, locally
owned and we get a fair and reasonable rate. I would ask that the contract be rebidded every 36-60 months to
make sure this is happening.
5. Side note: I have been a LePage & Son customer since they started back in 2008/09. I choose this provider
due to the fact they are family owned, local and that I can purchase a pink canister to support breast cancer
and that $30 donation is going back into our community to help someone with breast cancer who needs help
paying a utility bill. Depending on the service provide the City goes with, I would like to see that provider doing
a color canister to represent a cause where residents can show their support and give a donation to those in
our own community. That cause could be changing each year and it’s determined by the City Council and/or
AMU whom that the non-profit agency is (Hope for Youth, ABC Food Bank, Alexander House, Friends of Healing
Vets, Granny’s Closet, Stepping Stone, etc.…)
Hi All, I'm writing in response to the notification from HaulersForChoice.com.
I just want you to know that I completely support the idea of a single hauler for Anoka from 4 perspectives:
1) Environmental - we do not need so many trucks polluting our air
2) Cost, I trust you will be able to negotiate a sweet deal through the RFP process proposed.
3) Roads!!!! We are spending millions on road repair in Anoka. I can only imagine that our roadways will be
healthier
4) Garbage pick-up is garbage pick-up. Who cares who does it!!!
I encourage all of you to disregard whatever wave of influence the HalulersForChoice group musters up. It's a
self-serving attempt to make our residents feel cheated by "big government". That's a load that they can all
haul together :) Thank you!
One company system – preferably ACE. They have been reliable, always answer questions. Even though they
relocated their drivers and staff, are still local and invest in the community. They offer senior rates!! NO
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SUPPORT

25 Nanette & Mark
Sarenpa
826 Madison St
SUPPORT

26 Pete and Angie DeLong
1196 3rd Ave
SUPPORT

27 Richard Everroad
3665 E Mineral Pond
Blvd
SUPPORT

28 Roger Olson
402 River Ln
SUPPORT

CURBSIDE!! My experience has been very negative with person being rude trying to make me feel stupid for
my decisions; daughter’s home even though she said no thank you they dropped off bins and started charging.
Took 1 month to clear up – did not return calls and were rude to her also.
We would both prefer a single hauler system.
- Safety: one of the great things about Anoka is being able to walk everywhere (my husband bikes). It
gets tricky in no sidewalk areas to avoid traffic. I walk my grandkids and several neighbors’ kids to
Lincoln and dodging trucks isn’t fun.
- Streets: Our street was redone a few years ago and having such heavy traffic on it seems
counterintuitive to keeping the streets up.
- Environment: I do some work for MN Pollution Control, Great River Energy, Greening and other
agencies. I feel we need to keep our environment healthy for generations to come. We need the long
view.
We attended and spoke at the January 23rd open house. Our recommendation: Go with “organized garbage
collection”, but keep the haulers responsible for billing and complaints. Enable neighbors to band together,
using, say, a single container instead of three small ones. The hauler could deal with the consolidation better
than the city (the hauler would only send one bill. The neighbors would figure out how to split it). Related to
this, it is important that garbage pickup, recycling pickup, and yard waste pickup be completed decoupled, so
that neighbors could have joint/shared garbage pickup, but separate recycling pickup, likewise, the city should
not require a yard waste client to also be a garbage pickup client, since that would interfere with sharing.
These requirements are best met by having the billing and customer relations handled by the haulers.
I believe that the city should trim down the amount of collectors to 2-3 carriers. As a resident of 35 years, it
has never been worse than it is today for the amount of traffic on collection day. I have counted at least 8
collection companies passing by my neighborhood. Some of them appear to be going faster than the posted
speed limit as they pass by house that are not on their route. This causes a safety concern for children walking
to bus stops and local resident car traffic, but damage to our city street from all the heavy garbage trucks
traffic. The road in front of my driveway has chips and holes from this traffic caused by the heavy garbage
trucks. I know it is not caused by cars because these holds and chips are at the edge of my driveway where
these trucks pass and stop for collection. This also causes expense for the city to repair the streets. The city of
Anoka should limit the amount to 2-3 carriers at max. This can be done by putting out to bid to all carriers and
awarding the cheapest and most reliable carriers.
We line on a cul-de-sac and on Mondays 6 garbage trucks come down the street, try to turn around and tear
up the blacktop which causes the city to have to repair the street at least twice a year with our tax dollars.
Although school bus traffic does the same, it is necessary for child safety. Trash haulers are not. I like the free
choice too, but I also like to save $$. I am one household with no negotiating clout. The city with thousands of
households has economy of scale and should be able to get a contract that saves all Anoka residents significant
dollars.
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29 Ron & Linda Ryden
807 28th Ln
SUPPORT
30 Sharleen Stueland
SUPPORT
31 Susan Dergantz
342 Wilson St
SUPPORT

32 Suzanne CannyHigueros
1314 4th Ave
SUPPORT
33 Tim Sheie
3528 Rum River Dr
SUPPORT

34 Timothy Acker
3529 15th Ave
SUPPORT
35 Wade Kish
Polk Street
SUPPORT

Thank you for committing time to this important issue. We would like the City of Anoka Council to choose to
implement organized solid waste collection. Our residential roads are torn up by the heavy traffic, along with
the entire daylong noise and traffic of the trucks. We hope the City of Anoka Council votes to implement
organized solid waste collection. Thank you.
Eric, I fully support getting one hauler for the city. It's about time! The trucks cause so much damage to our
streets. Thank you for your good work!
I would very strongly support organized hauling for the following reasons:
1. Having 1 heavy vehicle on my street will maintain the integrity of the street.
2. We will cut down on air and noise pollution.
My concerns/questions:
1. Will the price of my garbage hauling be the same no matter who my hauler is?
2. Will I be able to opt out while out of state during some winter months?
3. I am very happy with the service I have now. Because I will have no choice of my hauler, who will I contact
with concerns, if I have any?
I would gladly support any decrease in garbage truck traffic, even if it involves increased costs. I think less
pollution (visual, noise, particle) is off utmost importance. Make city streets livable = organized solid waste
collection. Not to mention increased costs of street maintenance without organized collection.
Hello all: I find it unbelievable that some lobbying group wants to make the selection of trash hauling services a
civil right, that ‘big government’ is running roughshod over us again. NO— I am tired of three…four…five…six
trucks roaring through my neighborhood every Thursday. You are our representatives— make a sound,
informed decision, select a competitive service, and let’s be done with it.
ONE truck in the neighborhood on Thursdays. GO for it! Yes!! Thank you very much.
I am in favor of organized solid waste collection. We just got new streets and I can see the damage the big
trucks are doing. Also, I see it as a big waste when these trucks drive down our street to pick up a single can.
Good Morning All, As you are likely aware, Anoka residents recently received a mailer advocating against single
hauler trash collection, and advising residents to speak out at tonight’s city council meeting. In my individual
situation, the mailer backfired, because I have the opposite belief, and would have shown up tonight to speak
vehemently IN FAVOR of a single hauler system. I have perused their website (www.haulersforchoice.com),
and found it to be, in some respects, very misleading. They attempt to blame road construction methods for
street deterioration, and not heavy loads. However, anyone with even the most basic knowledge of road
construction (and usage) knows that heavy loads DO contribute to the deterioration of roadways regardless of
construction method. If they don’t contribute, then why all over Anoka, Minnesota, and the entire US, do load
restrictions exist on so many roads, both permanent and seasonal restrictions. And Anoka’s city streets are
already embarrassingly bad enough – (hint, hint.) The website also attempts to assert that since “most”
garbage trucks burn natural gas, they don’t pollute. Perhaps they pollute less, but pollution is still pollution.
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36 Eileen Rathbun
1933 State Ave
SUPPORT
37 Vicki Violet
709 River Ln
SUPPORT
38 Mark Jensen
1821 3rd Ave
SUPPORT

39 Steve Nelson
210 Yoho Dr
SUPPORT
40 Nancy Nelson
210 Yoho Dr
SUPPORT
41 Erik Skogquist
314 Monroe St
SUPPORT
42 Jackie Colpaert
2232 Branch Ave
SUPPORT

43 Patrice Acker
3259 15th Ave
SUPPORT
44 ReNee Hanson
1802 7th Ave
SUPPORT

And natural gas is still a fossil fuel. There is also a debate about pricing rates. I believe that a single hauler
system would logically result in lower rates, due to the efficiency of not having more trucks, with more drivers,
driving more miles. However, I don’t care about the rate. It’s not like my family has extra money to throw
around, but any slight increase (if that even happened) is offset by doing the right thing – which single hauler
is. Sorry I can’t be there.
One hauler - save the roads, cut down on noise pollution and air pollution.

Yes, save our streets. Do it.

I'm not against Organized Solid Waste Collection, but I would like whichever collector chosen to have an option
to add yard waste collection for those of us that currently pay to have that convenience. I have this currently
and would appreciate this in the future. I use my yard waste collection on a weekly basis in the spring, summer,
and fall and it would a hassle to have to drive my yard waste out to Bunker Hills every week when I can just pay
to have it hauled away. Like me, not everyone drives a truck or owns a trailer. Also, I think it's just asking for
people to mow less and do less yard work so they have to make fewer trips to the composting site.
I support organized solid waste collection which will reduce the impact on our already crumbling pavement
and should reduce the amount of traffic. Hopefully we should get a better rate by committing to fewer
vendors.
I support organized solid waste collection. Our roads are in rough shape due to the numerous waste haulers.
Reducing the number of haulers will reduce road maintenance costs and pollution. Fewer trucks will also make
our roads safer for pedestrians.
Yes.

I am in favor of implementing organized solid waste collection due to lessening environmental impact. I also
love the idea of fewer trucks on the streets/alleys. If this were implemented, would residents lose the option of
yard waste pickup? Our household utilizes this service through Ace, and we would hate to lose it, since we do
not have a vehicle that makes transporting yard waste easy. We would also be interested in curbside compost
pickup if that is ever considered.
Yes, I support this. There are too many trucks ruining our new streets.

I think it's a terrific idea to decrease heavy loads on streets. Also decreases traffic noise. Fewer trucks equals
less noise and wear and tear on roads. As long as the city takes bids and works to keep prices as low as
possible, I really don't understand the opposition.
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45 Donna Jorgensen
2018 State Ave
SUPPORT
46 Katy Kusler
2307 State Ave
SUPPORT
47 Kayla Ostrom
3500 Quarry Ave
SUPPORT

48 Paul Estby
2321 N Ferry St
SUPPORT
49 Diane Grinde
1041 Madison St
SUPPORT

50 Gary Mikkonen
943 Madison St
SUPPORT

51 Holly Peterson
3740 Edith Patch Dr
SUPPORT
52 Kathryn Spoor
227 Jefferson St
SUPPORT

Yes, but I'm worried if we have an issue the selected hauler, who/how will it get resolved if there are no other
options. I've had the same hauler for 30 years and love them but am tired of 10 garbage trucks rumbling down
the road in front of my house every collection day.
I am all for having organized waste collection. There is no need to have so many trucks on the street. It is very
hard on the streets and unnecessary pollution.
I’d be ok with it if you make sure the price is reasonable and won’t jack up every few months. It would be nice
to maybe have 1-3 different companies spread out over city so not just one company gets all the business. That
way if one company decided to try and raise price, you could bargain by saying we’ve got another company to
take over if needed. I will say that Curbside wouldn’t be a company to pick cause they’re crappy service. I will
also say that it’s not just the garbage trucks that wear on streets. What about all the semi traffic to Alter or the
trucks bringing junk cars that drive through the neighborhood directly north or south of tracks to get from
Thurston to St Francis Blvd, they should have the main roads only they can take and that would help too.
Yes, Anoka city council should go forward with single hauler pickup. The environmental impact and lower wear
and tear in the roads outweigh any potential negatives.
Originally I was opposed to organized waste but through the years I have seen the number of trucks on my
road. Since I live on a dead end it can be hard for them to turn around. While I like my waste hauler LePage, I
think it is time for organized waste hauling. I think since the last time I was asked about this, 2 more haulers
have serviced my area. The part I don't like is that Republic and Ace are national companies. I would like to
stay local.
Yes...without a doubt. Problems with the existing system is: Too many trucks in the neighborhood and on
multiple days of the week. They damage our streets. They are noisy. The only questionable issue is the cost.
Currently, to get people to sign up, a hauler will lock us in to a ridiculously low price for perhaps two years.
What people forget is that price will continue to increase until it gets to their normal fee. My hauler, Ace Solid
Waste, tells me that normal rate is about $30 in order for them to make any money. Many residents happily
jump around from hauler to hauler to get that low-ball starter rate. That’s where I predict problems and
complaints from residents. Not all haulers are equal in service. Please consider all aspects. Good luck.
Yes as long as the service is up for bids at regular intervals so the agency remains accountable to the people.

I absolutely think that is should be taken into serious consideration. The number of garbage/solid waste
haulers that pass on our streets weekly (although most all on Monday) is absolutely astounding. In all the
places I've lived and traveled to, I've never seen anything like this before. I am not sure how evident this is to
people who live elsewhere in Anoka, but Jefferson Street (between 2nd and 3rd) is a great place to witness the
parade of trucks every Monday. My question, even before it was brought up by the City Council, was how this
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was impacting the roads. Seeing the multiple trucks pass by, some of which multiple times a day, it's not
difficult to see how.
Yes, organized solid waste collection would be a great thing. Living on Hwy. 47, we get every garbage company
going by many times on garbage day. The house often shakes as they zoom by and the noise pollution outside
in the summer is awful. Some companies are careless and don’t pick up what they spill, which seems to end up
in the ditch in front of my house. I would also want to keep my option for yard waste. My wife and I grew up
in Anoka, love Anoka and would like to see organized waste collection.
Anoka should choose to implement an organized solid waste collection IF the city is able to negotiate a fair
price for the residents and have that price locked in for a period of time. After said time period the city should
reserve the right to either renegotiate with current company or with a new company. On our street we have
5 different garbage trucks every Tuesday. This is absolutely ridiculous. I’m all for choice but the noise pollution
and traffic just to collect garbage!?! I love my little town, I love my little street and I love my neighbors.
Anoka can do better, and I believe implementing this new system is a step in the right direction.
Yes. The negotiated rate should be much lower than the average paid with current multiple hauler system. If
not it is not worth a change.
I am fine with the city implementing organized waste collection. As long as the costs are comparable or better
to what I'm paying now. I am willing to pay a little more, but not a lot more. If it's less big heavy trucks on the
city streets to prevent less street damage, that would be great!
Yes, I support single hauler.

I am in favor for two reasons---reducing the traffic on our busy street and reducing the carbon emissions by the
large trucks. I do not feel this will monopolize and raise the prices. I feel that the prices are already too high,
and as a city Anoka can keep a better eye on their practices.
It makes more sense to have only one company driving on our streets weekly instead of multiple different
companies. It chops our roads up by too much big garbage trucks using them. I am also tired of the constant
increase in our bill from Curbside. Hopefully the yard waste will be lowered a bit too. Paying close to $100 for
the season is too much, they stop taking the container after the middle of November and my tree finally drops
the rest of its leaves after that point.
I don't hate the idea at all. I used to live in a small town west of Minneapolis and we just had one company.
My only concerns would be which company was chosen, cost of course if it goes up I won't love that but
understand that cost is way less than replacing our streets. And the other would be yard waste. I use ACE right
now, I have since 2012, and they're great. Between April and the end of November I believe it is, you can leave
yard waste in the bin or in paper bags and they'll haul that away. I see people are up in arms over their right to
choose haulers but where I live there are so many trucks.
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I believe there is no compelling reason to go to a single carrier arrangement. I believe that it will ultimately
increase cost for consumers and potentially lower service quality. It will also cost more taxpayer money – just
in oversight and administrative cost. Thank you for your consideration on this topic.

2

Angela Stewart
OPPOSED

3

Barbara Baldwin
3227 Sprague
OPPOSED
Bonnie Ripple
3938 7th Ave
OPPOSED

Good morning, as a consumer each of us has a right to pick our vendors, phone service, lawn service, and yes
even or waste hauler. We have the right to let vendors vie for our business, make competitive offers, and
choose the service that's best for us. As a government we do not allow conglomerates when that would
severely diminish the market for consumers and therefore create a vacuum on services and competitive
pricing. Can you guarantee that another vendor would not offer a better service at a better price to win my
business? NO
Can you guarantee the service you select best fits my household? NO
Can you negotiate for the services I want for my specific needs when you don't know my needs? NO
These are just a few reasons that the city of Anoka should not make this decision for everyone. I am an
individual with unique needs and situations. I alone am qualified to determine the best service for MY needs
and financial situation. I have a RIGHT to negotiate and review MY options, not you. VENDORS have a right to
vie for my business and negotiate pricing and contracts. Stop trying to take this right away.
7 years is a long time to wait to fix errors in the initial contract. What about people who can’t put their cans at
the curb? Currently the driver gets the can, empties it and puts it back. What about overflow? Families have
an excess of trash at the holidays. Now they put it in a bag and set it beside the can. Will that continue?
PUTTING YOU MAYOR PHIL RICE AND YOU ERIK SKOGQUIST (and any of the rest of you) ON NOTICE that if you
try to remove our right to choose which garbage company we have your move toward socialism WILL BE THE
END OF YOUR POLITICAL CAREER IN ANOKA!!! I have BLIND CARBON COPIED EVERYONE I know in Anoka on
this!
Hello, I am writing to express my concerns about your proposal to move to a government managed waste plan.
This goes against the free market system that has made this country great. Haven’t we all learned from the
past that monopolies are not in the best interest of the people? I, and I’m sure most Anoka residents hope you
reconsider this. This would be detrimental to the finances of many of our city’s residents. Thank you.
I lived in Blaine before Anoka and had organized waste there. The service was subpar and it’s more expensive
than what I pay in Anoka. Government should stay out of private sector! Don’t overfill your cart or you get a
letter. Nothing extra will be taken under any circumstance. The service goes to crap!
Councilmember Wesp, As a citizen of Anoka, I want to express my concerns that the City of Anoka is
considering moving away from a free market waste hauling system to a government managed “organized
collection” system. I don’t like being “forced” to switch from my current hauler. Our current hauler has been
serving the City of Anoka for over 60 years. Please, back off and let the citizens of Anoka choose their waste
haulers.

4
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Councilmember Skogquist, Just a note letting you know I’d rather be able to pick who I want as a garbage
hauler rather than having the city of Anoka dictate that matter. Thank you.
Erik, I would have listed you as the last member of the council to advocate for a single-hauler system. The last
time this was publicly discussed the opposition to the proposal was so overwhelmingly negative that I thought
it would 10 years before it would even be thought of again. Please reconsider your support of the proposal and
vote against it.
Councilman Wesp, I hope this is only one of thousands of messages you receive to urge you opposition to a
single hauler system in Anoka. Since the implementation of the current zone permit system for haulers, my
previous hauler has become disrespectful and unreasonable. I changed because of that and got a better price.
The last time this was considered it appeared the public was hugely opposed to a single hauler system. The
argument that the city has eight haulers destroying the streets is also incorrect. While there may be eight
haulers, there are not eight haulers in any one zone. The permitting fees do not allow it, and it also prevents
haulers from entering a new zone; they simply cannot afford to enter a zone without a significant number of
customers. Please vote down single hauler collection. Thanks.
The concern I have is with a monopoly there will be no competitive pricing which will hurt the consumer and
the trash hauling businesses. We will be forced to pay for services even if we don’t use them. I don’t believe
the garbage trucks that are on our street once a week really have that much effect on hurting the roads when
school buses, which probably weight more, are on the street 5 days a week, twice a day. There are comments
on the internet from people who have organized solid waste collection in different cities that have many
complaints. The rates for one city went down the first year, and then sky-rocketed the year after and citizen
have no recourse. I think it should be kept competitive to keep prices down and quality up.
Once again we have big government at work in the little town of Anoka. As we stated back in 2015, the people
said NO to this proposal. Weren’t you listening to the people or don’t you care about the people? What does
the city get out of having a single garbage company? Instead of forcing this upon the people why not look into
a means of dealing with the garbage after it is picked up. What happened to “DEMOCRACY IN ANOKA?”
Anoka reminds me of the impeachment proceedings now going on. Kind of like do it my way or the highway.
To finish, let the system continue as is. Like I asked earlier WHAT IS IN IT FOR THE CITY/let’s extend these
meetings for at least 6 months so people that are away for the winter have a chance to attend, or is this your
plan to push it forward before all residents that care may attend?
No, I don’t want organized waste collection.

Dear council members, Freeburg, Skogquist & Wesp, I am writing in regards to the possibility of the
implementation of the, government-managed waste hauling! We do not want to give up our right to choose
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which hauler we want! We do not want to be forced to change to a new service hauler! WE WISH TO KEEP OUR
CURRENT SERVICE! We trust you will do the right thing!
Please choose Republic as the hauler as their rates to me in current program are the least expensive. I don’t
want to see my payments increase per month just because the city chooses a hauler with a higher rate. I
would not be in favor of a one hauler/city choice decision if it doesn’t equal or present a cheaper rate to me.
Why should I give up the advantage of personal choice in this case.
Please vote against one trash hauler for all of Anoka. It decreases competition while creating more government
control and over programs. I believe that if the city of Anoka assigns trash haulers to a specific area it will
reduce the livelihoods of the current trash haulers. I feel that the items below would be far more beneficial for
our community. Please focus on update the children’s park near the river.
The park near the aquatic center could use an area for smaller children to play at.
Anoka also need reliable coop and a community center. I believe that these items would encourage more
young people with families to move to Anoka. Another idea I have is to work to ban the use of styrofoam and
single use plastic in the city of Anoka. Again please vote against the switch to one trash hauler for Anoka.
Thank you, mother of three and Anoka resident.
Get spending under control both locally and in the state and you won't have to worry about funds for
maintaining the roads. When government is in control of picking winners and losers we ALL lose. This is just
another avenue for corruption that needs to stop before it starts. Limit our freedoms and many of us will work
to vote you out on the next election.
I believe that organized solid waste is not a good idea for city residents. By letting people have a choice, you
do not get a monopoly of services and higher prices to do the same service. By taking the choice from the
residents’ hands, the price will get out of hand and negotiating with haulers to get the better deal is out the
door. This is a bad idea. Please continue to let residents have a choice. Does this proposed policy change
mean the City Council does not want to choose their own personal hauler for themselves? In my opinion open
collection system is by far the better choice. A few more trucks in the neighborhood isn’t going to have that
much adverse effect on the roads. I do see the maintenance side of it also. I worked in the public works for
over twenty years but believe that is a minor effect to the maintenance of the roads. Let the residents have
their choice! Thanks for taking the time to read this!
Dear Councilmember Wesp, I am writing to request that you vote to retain the current garbage hauling options
for Anoka homeowners. My husband and I are not in favor of going to one carrier and losing the right to
choose who carries our garbage.
Hello, as a resident of the City of Anoka I want to express my support for our current structure of waste
management. I appreciate having the ability to choose my waste hauler. Having more free-market is one of the
things I value about Anoka.
As a form of introduction my wife & I moved to Anoka from LeMars, Iowa in the summer of 2018 after she
retired. Half of our children and all of our grandchildren are in the metro area nearby so Anoka is an attractive
and good fit for us to reside in. I continue to work in semi-retirement. We appreciate your service to the
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community and completely and possibly unique understanding of the work you do for our benefit as I spent 5
years on the Planning and Zoning Commission followed by 9 years as a city councilman in LeMars. In regards to
the consideration of a single provider for solid waste disposal I write to tell you that from our perspective the
current system is working well. We use ACE for regular garbage and they are dependable and reasonable in
pricing. The ability to shop for service and for the haulers to work in a competitive market, I believe ultimately
helps the consumers / citizens. As it appears to us the only downside currently is that the truck traffic on
pickup days is annoying from the noise levels produced and the timing of the routes by the different carriers.
We are not in town to attend the upcoming council meeting next week and we had other commitments when
the open meeting was held at the golf course.
Questions we would have include the following:
1. Are we billed by the carrier or by the city as part of our monthly billing for other services?
2. How often are rates reviewed?
3. Will the contract protect the city and consumer taxpayers in regards to quality of service?
4. Would the city or contractor handle the complaints in a timely manner?
5. How often would service quality be reviewed and what recourse will we as a city/taxpayer/consumer have if
the contractor does not live up to what is required from city/taxpayers/consumer?
6. Is it anticipated that rates will increase, decrease or remain steady as a result of this proposed change? I
understand that until a bid is awarded the rates are unknown.
7. Will recycle materials continue to be handled by the current hauler or will that change in a new system to be
the same hauler as other solid waste materials should Republic not receive the contract?

21 John Hall
1927 Branch Ave
OPPOSED

Our fear of the discussed changes is that they would result in the lack of choice to the consumer as to pricing
and level and quality of service. I know that city government works very slow and should we contract a sole
carrier that is not living up to expectations it can possibly both time consuming and costly to replace them.
Conversely if that happens in the current system a consumer can hire and fire easily. If there are currently
complaints on some of the carriers it may be resolved simply by revoking their license to provide service within
the city of Anoka. Thank you for taking time to review and consider these comments and questions. We look
forward to learning more about the discussion and decision.
In consideration of City of Anoka moving away from the current free market residential waste hauling system
in favor of a city managed system, I have some concerns I have taken the time to go back and read all that has
taken place on this matter so far regarding what is available on the internet on all of public meetings and
statements that are as of record to date.
I also read all of the report that was referenced stating: “1 (Refuse) Truck = 1,279 passenger cars”. This is not
a very current report and based on mostly assumptions. The most conspicuous is refuse trucks are based at
FULL axel weight at all times. Doesn’t include speeds, stopping, acceleration, etc. and otter effects that matter.
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I am a retired Fleet Manager /Equipment Services Manager for the City of Saint Paul. I have studied the effects
of road damage by axel load at MN DOT and through the University of Minnesota as this was one of my
responsibilities. Also I have been responsible for inserting many vehicle and equipment refuse systems/styles
within our department as well as the replacement and disposal of many individual refuse trucks and or
equipment. And, yes I also had a legal and moral responsibility to help protect the City County and State roads
with respecting legal axel weights and loads that our truck operated on. Our City trucks were weighed on legal
scale every day without fail and had on board scales on them. Your argument, so far, has been too weak to
replace what is working well without providing real and comprehensive facts to date. A small handful of
seems-to-me statements may be convincing some people if you rant enough (Chicken Little) but that’s not
doing YOUR jobs. This Needs a hard look.
Raise your hand if you actually did read the MN DOT report “Assessing the Effects of Heavy Vehicle on Local
Roadways”. I’m betting not many in position of responsibility have read the entire study or any/many counter
studies not to mention studies that will reinforce the right decision.
I do not much mind which way the City wants to go on this topic (saving money is good). I just hate it when
government sends a quarter to chasing a dime thinking there coming out to the good. The environment
(temperature swings i.e. 20 below than 90 above) that raises hell with your pavement much more than heavy
axels. Expansion - contraction.
I’ve changed carriers more than once because of poor service, so my opinion about organized solid waste
collection is a strong NO Thanks. My collectors have been unresponsive enough without adding a layer of
municipal bureaucracy.
Good Morning- I received a letter in the mail yesterday from my chosen Waste Hauler, informing me that
Anoka is considering a government managed waste plan. I’m curious as to why the city feels it’s ok to take
away our right to choose which provider we use? If this plan were to go through you would get to decide our
rates and provider. I don’t feel that’s fair. You already choose our recycling service and they are awful!!
Residents should have the option of more than 1 provider, and be able to choose the provider that suits them.
By choosing our own provider we are able to negotiate better rates for ourselves. If we are unhappy with our
services we can choose a different provider, unlike the recycling that you handle. I have to call regularly to
have my recycling picked up as they always “miss” collecting from my home. I don’t want the same issue with
my garbage.
Although my street is in terrible shape, I don't believe the cause is solely the Waste collection trucks. I watch
city trucks, tree trimmers with trailers, buses (school and public, delivery trucks (Amazon, FedEx, alcohol and
food for the local bars and restaurants), ambulances, fire trucks, and various other vehicles cruise up and down
my street all day and all night. To decide that waste pick up is the one element that will save our streets seems
a bit ridiculous. I think the amount of effort that would go into this process at the expense of Anoka's residents
would not result in any change in our street condition. I also don't want someone else deciding which
company suits my needs best. They may not even live in Anoka so why would they take the time to research
what is best for me based on customer service and cost. Has anyone actually researched true numbers of
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heavy vehicles that travel our streets and calculated what percent of those are Waste collection trucks to
determine if they are the primary culprit? Has anyone looked at how the old streets are constructed to see if
that's an issue? 5th avenue by St. Stephens is more patch than original asphalt. Of course it won't hold up as
well. That holds true for Harrison as well. Maybe the real problem is fixing the streets with a better product
that can withstand the traffic that is required to keep our city running smoothly.
Hello All. My question(s): What good will come from YOU deciding who I can, or cannot use to collect my
trash/recyclables? I’ve had issues with most garbage hauling services and prefer to be able to hire/fire the
service provider. Eliminating all competition doesn’t seem the way to go. I would love to attend the meeting
tonight, but am ill, so I won’t be able to be there. What is your motivation for changing the current system?
Thank you
This email is to respond to the potential move to a government-managed “organized collection” system. The
current system works!!! And we would like to keep the right to choose our hauler!!!!
I would rather keep trash hauling the way it is now. Individual choice. Open market. Not a single trash hauler
for the city of Anoka. If a resolution is passed by the city council for a single trash hauler, it needs to be voted
on by public referendum. Thank you.
I can't attend the council meeting February 3, 2020. But I want my voice heard. I want to choose who picks up
my trash.
Free market is the American way and this garbage service to Anoka residents is another example of that. We
like the service we are getting from Ace Waste and want to continue our contract with them. The city of Anoka
would be taking away freedom of choice to satisfied customers. We chose Ace over the city haulers years ago
because of cost and service and remain satisfied. I don't think the city council can possibly speak for Anoka
citizens on this matter and it should be voted on to get a true representation or put it up on a special
referendum. Without competition, I can see prices soaring!
I just found out that the city wants to force us all to contract our trash service through the same carrier. I am
not ok with that! If I could be at the meeting this evening I would so I could personally object to this misguided
direction. Champlin does what you are proposing and I’ve yet to meet a resident that doesn't hate it. Prices are
higher with poorer quality service. I find it ironic that I have to put up with storm chasers and window
salesmen banging on my door yet when I call the city to complain they rudely tell me free enterprise. So You
allow sleazy salesmen to walk out streets with the blessing of the city but my right to choose who I do business
with is taken away. What happened to free enterprise? A lot of people will be very angry to have this shoved
down their throats.
Dear Council Member Skogquist, It has been brought to my attention that the City is currently reviewing an
option to organize the trash hauling service into a city managed system. Philosophically, I am opposed to a
government run plan but also practically as well. In the past year, I was dissatisfied with my waste hauling
service because of billing issues. I was unable to even get a phone call answered after many attempts. My
solution was to change to a different waste hauler. I was able to get a reduction in price, less frequent billing,
better service and since I gave the hauler my neighbor as a referral, I received an additional discount. It goes
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without saying that opportunity wouldn't exist with a single city managed hauler. Thus my opposition to the
plan. Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns.
We are happy with our trash hauler and we DO NOT want the City of Anoka to choose our trash hauler for us.
That is just one more step toward socialism, which is not a good thing! Concerned Anoka Residents
Dear Sirs and Ms. on the City Council:
Please do not take away our right to choose our sanitation waste hauler provider.
Ace Solid Waste is fine! If you call them, they also provide a special service of pick-up of furniture that no one
else will, besides waste. They have provided service to Anoka for 60 years. I DON'T WANT TO SWITCH
HAULERS. Please consider the citizens of Anoka. Thank you.
Lived in Anoka County all my life, with the last 15 years in the city of Anoka. I like having a choice to be able to
pick my hauler. I believe a market economy is best for consumers, because sellers want the highest price and
buyers want the best value for their money. I’ve twice been able to get a better pricing and service from my
present hauler. I’ve listened to the group discussion at Greenhaven in January, the council meeting in February
and read the transcript of the meeting on 10/28/2019. All the concerns of this issue were valid and I
appreciate the cities transparency on most of the issues. There are two things that really concern me. First:
the initial 7 year contract that the state mandates on the city for the hauler you choose. That’s too long for
government managed single collection system. Second: Having to take any issues or concerns with that hauler
to the city government. I feel there is enough bureaucracy in government. The city needs to take a long hard
look and do its homework on this matter. Work with all parties involved and look out for the interests of its
constituents. It could be a long tedious task but that is why we voted you to the council. I could easily see this
going to a vote on the ballot. Good luck to all.
My husband and I attended your 2/3/2020 7 p.m. City Hall meeting on waste collection. Our opinion is we
want the right to choose our resident hauler. Also, to give residents of Anoka a vote on this issue. Thank you.
No, it will likely cost each customer more money. Competition is keeping our prices down and our levels of
service up. The City is talking about $17+/a month as seen in Maple Grove, North Haverbook, Ogdenville- when
we can negotiate our own pricing, which I've seen as low as $12/month for a large can, $9/month for the small
can. Quality of service will decline without the threat of a competitor coming in and winning over formerly
neglected clients. Without the loss of income risk the hauler will become complacent and, ultimately, mildly
hostile at any inconvenience to their anticipated schedule. I think it's an absurd notion to think keeping five
trucks, once a week, off our streets will result in an extended road life. We have a brutal freeze/thaw cycle, we
have brutal winters that require salt, sand, and massive plows. The roads will need replacing no matter what.
We should look at the type of damage our asphalt has: I don't feel much 'corrugating and shoving'or 'slippage
cracking', but a lot of 'block cracking', 'potholes', and 'longitudinal cracking'- which speaks more to construction
shortcomings than resulting from traffic elements.
Taking over the garbage hauling by the city does not strike me as a good idea.
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Please reconsider please make your case. Thank you for your time and assistance
Well, here we go again. The City Council would like to establish a single-hauler system for garbage service. I’m
tempted to go into my long-held theory about how people who run for office, at any level, campaign as
representatives and wake up the morning after Election Day only to discover that they were really meant to be
leaders because they know best how things should be done. But I won’t do that, I’ll just say that many of us
would rather keep the transaction between us and the garbage companies. I’m at 1007 Washington Street
which is a dead end. A few years ago one of the residents talked with everyone on the block and then
negotiated with Ace for a reasonable price. I thought it was a win-win thing. We still have different haulers for
yard waste and recycling and that would be true with a designated hauler as well. So I don’t think going to
single hauler would really achieve the intended results.
We have lived in Anoka for the past 20 years. We are against government deciding who will be picking up our
garbage, this is our right to choose our hauler.
How does Anoka's franchise fee compare with those of Andover, Coon Rapids and Ramsey? My suggestion
would be to increase them to a level where the garbage haulers are paying something closer to their fair share
of road maintenance costs? If the fees are set high enough, the haulers with the fewest customers would have
an incentive to withdraw from the Anoka market. We end up with fewer trucks but no one's "rights" have been
violated.
Dear Mayor Rice and Council Members, I am writing to express my support in maintaining the right to choose
my waste disposal provider. As I'm sure you are aware, putting this in the hands of government will eliminate
competition and the freedom to compare pricing and quality of service. I will be stuck paying whatever price
that company sets. I recently had to change providers because I wanted a yard waste cart, but was told that
they do not offer that option for my street. If not for the ability to choose another provider, I would still have
that issue. Putting the City in charge of the system does not benefit anyone. Please keep the free market
system. Thank you.
I am not in favor of a single carrier solid waste collection. This should be a free market system by allowing me
to choose. I believe there are other ways to lessen the damage to our streets. I also believe Anoka waited too
long to begin repaving streets.
Council Members and Mayor, my wife and I have been citizens of Anoka for 75 years and have followed the
questionable actions of the politicians for most of that time. We understand there is going to be a vote to have
a single trash hauler for the people of Anoka, hereby removing any chance of competition for costs. We
request that you decide to NOT vote for the single hauler. With the high cost of city of Anoka utilities already,
and being retired and on a fixed income, it could cause us hardship if the hauler chosen ends up raising their
prices, like they always do, and we have no option to finder a cheaper one. If this does pass, be sure when
reelection comes around we will not be voting for the politicians who voted for the single hauler.
Dear: Mr. Erik Skogquist, I am emailing you to let you know that I want to keep my waste hauler. I do not think
or want Anoka County to take over and go to a government-managed collection waste hauling system. The
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OPPOSED
45 Tim & Tricia Pierce
OPPOSED

46 Todd Fischer
OPPOSED
47 Tom Dischinger
OPPOSED
48 Tom Fischer
1224 3rd Ave
OPPOSED

waste haulers should be decided on a free-market system where the residences can choose the waste hauler
the resident wants. Thank you for listening to the residents of Anoka
Dear city council members, we are writing to let you know that we are aware of the changes you have
proposed to City of Anoka residents in re to having the right to choose who hauls our garbage. We moved here
30 years ago when you didn't have a choice in who hauled your garbage or how much you paid for the service.
We have used several different haulers over those 30 years & can tell you from experience that this is a huge
difference not only in price but also in service. When you take away our options, it also leaves no competition
& the rates go up. How are you making the decision in who to choose for service? Is it based on lowest prices &
best service for the community? Who makes that decision & what are you basing that decision on? Are you
getting input from the community on who they would like or are you choosing it based on some pressure from
a specific company? It seems to be that you have made this decision without input from community members
who are affected by your choice. Mayor Phil Rice was quoted as saying "It's not a question of whether you're
going to have a single hauler. It's just when..." and Erik Skogquist, "let's get the clock rolling... we've already
killed ten months". Where was this initiative put to the people of Anoka? We read the local newsletters and
have seen none of this information posted. This seems to be a "done deal" yet we've seen nothing about it. We
are not able to make it to the city council meeting on February 3 due to other commitments. But we would like
to have our voices heard-- having choice matters & we do NOT WANT to go back to when homeowners didn't
have a choice!
Hello, I am a long term resident of Anoka. I wish to inform you that I support keeping the current Free Market
waste hauling system in place. I certainly do not support the government managed system being proposed.
Thank you.
Dear Mr. Skogquist, government (federal / state / local) already controls (and taxes) our lives too much. Keep
the current garbage hauling system. Scrap the government controlled plan!
Mayor Phil Rice, I have been receiving information from my waste hauler and from an organization
representing the companies regarding organized collection of waste. It appears that members of the city
council are considering abandoning the present free market system to move back to organized collection. I
recently watched the video presentation and comments from a hearing at Greenhaven last week. (Somehow I
missed the public notice on that.) There were a number of good questions raised. You will notice that I said
“back to” organized collection. Yes, we have been in our Anoka home long enough (42 years) to remember
when Cushman dump scooters used to go up and down the driveways to pick up our trash and dump it into a
larger trash vehicle. At that time the City of Anoka sent one bill for water, sewer, electricity, AND waste service.
And if was nice. And I also note that on summer Mondays we have as many as 11 different trucks traveling up
and down our street collect trash, yard waste, and recycling. It would be nice if it were less.
That said, didn’t the city just (2015) adopt a policy that said that we weren’t going to change anything--that if
an existing city waste hauler was sold the new company wouldn’t automatically be allowed to contract with
Anoka companies? I saw that policy as a long term solution. What happened to that? I understand that street
maintenance and replacement costs are the driving force behind this proposal. Okay. We paid our assessment
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49 Tom Weaver
402 Rice St
OPPOSED

50 Wayne Anderson
926 Park St
OPPOSED
51 Stephanie Scobee
603 Brisbin St
OPPOSED
52 Tara Siegle
902 Lincoln St
OPPOSED

a dozen or so years ago. It was pricey, inconvenient, and dirty in that there was a satellite outhouse in our
picture window view and every piece of equipment and every load of material for our project were dumped in
front of our place. I don’t even want to THINK about dong that again. But my next thought falls into the “it
could be worse” category. My buddy in Coon Rapids has many different trucks entering his quiet cul de sac
street on multiple days of the week. Any weekday I drive down his street there are scattered trash/recycling
bins. Here in Anoka, each section of town sees the trucks on the same day. It’s working. So, cast my vote on the
“if it ain’t broke, don’t fix it” side of the ballot. I don’t see a reason to change. And please note that I am not
including an “it’s my constitutional right to the garbage company of my choice” argument as I read in other
communities. That’s nonsense. I am happy with the local (Anoka, Ramsey, Andover, Elk River) neighbors who
provide my present service, Ace Solid Waste. Their employees live in our community. Their children go to our
schools. They attend our houses of worship. And they support the local economy. The present system works. I
don’t see a need to change it. Let’s not throw the baby out with the bath water.
I appreciate the City’s interests in protecting our investment in roads, and in public safety and environmental
responsibility. And I agree that having 6 different haulers running through neighborhoods is a problem.
However, I strongly opposed going to organized collection. My opposition is driven by my belief and
experience that competition drives customer service. We’ve had excellent service from ACE. But they’ve
known that if service slips, they could lose my business. In addition, the competitive market gives us the
opportunity to negotiated reasonable rates. With an organized collection system, I have no leverage on either
pricing or customer service. Moreover, I understand that organized collection would also result in having to
contract with the assigned garbage hauler to also handle yard waste. Again, with a monopoly on that service,
the hauler has no incentive to provide good service or a reasonable collection fee. Nor would I have the City’s
contracting power to keep them in check. Instead I’d have to accept their service at whatever rate they set, or
go without. It seems like the City is only considering the two extremes. Why not consider a hybrid system,
where the City allows two haulers to serve each neighborhood? That would cut the number of trucks for 6 to
2, while still affording the customer service and pricing benefits that competition ensures. I could support a
proposal like this that reduces the number of trucks, but still allows resident to have a choice. In sum, I
support a competitive hauling system, and am opposed to an organized monopoly.
The city already implemented organized collection, everyone must have a can and recycle. The city should not
choose who I do business with, forced collection vendor will not be competitive in the long haul. SEND THIS to
the people – if my neighbors out vote me - so be it.
The city of Anoka should not have organized solid waste. Residents should be allowed to choose who their
carrier is. Other cities that have implemented this, regret doing so. When there is no competition between
waste collection companies the cost can go up while the customer service and quality of work goes down.
No. Why take away our choice. If I am going to pay for it, I should decide who I want to pay
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53 Catherine Kammerer
3117 8th Ave
OPPOSED
54 Steve Bursaw
834 Charlotte Dr
OPPOSED
55 Monique Hopkins
3034 7th Ave
OPPOSED
56 Billy DeBoer
544 Taylor St
OPPOSED
57 Brian Boshea
257 Yoho Dr
OPPOSED
58 Kristen Thompson
853 Monroe St
OPPOSED
59 Deborah Morgan
3900 9th Ave
OPPOSED

60 Scott Pierce
520 Benton St
OPPOSED
61 Jeffrey Nelson
2827 Wingfield Ave
OPPOSED

It didn’t work for St Paul!! They ended up paying for services they didn’t even continue with. It’s not ok to
squeeze out the little guy and create a Monopoly. It should be my freedom to choose who I want to provide
me services. I fired my last garbage provider for providing poor service. Taking away competition takes away
good customer service. This is not for my local government decide for me.
My main concern is the city not negotiating the contract frequently enough to keep costs down. The city
should also contract out different sections of the city to different waste collectors. Except to Curbside. They
have been nothing but trouble from what I have heard.
No. At first it will be the city contracting out the business of their choosing to do the job, putting other
companies (mostly family owned) out of business. The company that does win the bid is doing it for a lower
price. Next, the city will justify buying a few trucks to do it themselves, and another company will be put out of
business. So no, I believe in small government and free market.
It should be left open to allow multiple companies to compete and keep prices down. What are we supposed
to do if the only option we have is terrible and more expensive?
I am against the one hauler garbage. I have a friends who use to live in California and their city did this. Well
since the garbage hauler was contracted through the city over time the fees went up and the service got
worse. This is a horrible idea. I vote against it!
I believe that it should be up to each homeowner to research and find out which company best fits them. The
prices will go up and keep going up if we only have that one choice. I moved to Anoka because I heard this city
is a great city to live in and they care about our needs as residents. This doesn’t seem like they care about us
anymore.
I am totally opposed to the City Council unilaterally picking who will be my waste collector. This eliminates
free market - and price comparisons between haulers of my choosing. However, I do realize that having so
many haulers (making one or two stops per street) is not good for the roads or the environment. I would not
have a problem if for sake of choice, possibly having companies bid for contracts - and possibly - having a
choice of one of three haulers - so that companies are not put out of business, along with having choices for
the consumer.
Please limit haulers...but don't eliminate my choice. Options keep the prices low.

I do NOT want to change to a single provider system. You lose all control over quality and price. I should be
able to pick all of my own services provided to me without government interference. I cannot find a single
study that shows an increase in road quality when going to one carrier. I have a few full size semis come down
my street weekly. I also have dozens of tow trucks and flat beds carrying two or three automobiles at a time
come down my street headed for Alter Recycling on a weekly basis. With these concerns in mind I have
concluded I do not wish to change to a single garbage provider.
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62 Diane Kellner
1856 5th Ave
OPPOSED
63 Arden Kirendall
2709 Wingfield Ave
OPPOSED
64 Charice Montour
1153 Kings Ln
OPPOSED
65 Kathy McGrane
1752 RiversPointe Pl.
OPPOSED

66 Matthew Nielsen
2512 Mill Ave
OPPOSED

67 Ann & Pat Keefe
925 Blackoaks Ln
OPPOSED
68 Nicole Wheatley
917 Adams St
OPPOSED
69 Jeff McGregor
927 Jefferson St
OPPOSED

70 Kelly Welcome
1845 State Ave
OPPOSED

I do not think a single carrier should be used. I think there should be 2 or even 3 carriers to choose from to
make sure the cost stays competitive and the service to the customer is great. Most single carrier programs
seem too high in price with mediocre service.
No I like it the way it is I can choose who I want thank you very much

I have concerns regarding the lack of competition in pricing with garbage hauling should the city decide to
contract it.
If only one company is chosen and they get a 3 year contract at the end of 3 years, the current haulers may be
out of business and/or not have adequate number of trucks and employees to even bid again. Now with
several haulers, one may give a great financial bid. Three years from now with other haulers not able to bid
due to my above comments, the one hauler could jack the prices for the contract out of the park. We need a
minimum of 2 haulers.
The city should ALWAYS allow multiple collectors in the city. Having at least 3 to 4 collectors gives the citizens
of Anoka the power to choose the company that serves them best. Having choice empowers us to leave a
company that isn’t serving us to our expectations and to get better service elsewhere. If Anoka did go to a
single collector, it would be far too easy for that collector to brush off any complaints or concerns because they
know that you would have no alternative to switch to. On a personal note, we have lived here in Anoka about
two and a half years, and we already switched collectors once to get better service and a better price. We
definitely need to continue to provide options for the good of Anokans.
We want choice. Free enterprise. We don't want the City dictating our refuse hauler

The lack of competition in the marketplace is likely to lead to higher cost for residents, and other cities who
have single haulers have not proven to have lower road maintenance costs. I'm not in favor of making this
change.
Not interested, our streets were done about 10yrs ago and our curbs are crumbling already. Our curbs are
worse now than before the renewal, if you look at Coon Rapids new streets, they cut across wherever there is
a manhole which probably decreases the chance of the road cracking, our thoughts are not the garbage trucks
ruining our streets, it’s the quality of the workmanship, the guy spoke at city council mtg about the cold patch
doesn’t work well, yet the new streets blk top /concrete is not laid until late October when the cold is setting
in. To many street renewals going on at the same time do time frame is long and late in the year.
I don't like the idea of us not being able to get the best deal for what our needs are. If we go to organized solid
waste collections who is to say we are not going to be paying a much higher rates because we don't have any
say in negotiating these prices. On the flip side I would like to see less garbage trucks on the roads.
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71 Stefany Nikolaus
640 Weaver Blvd
OPPOSED
72 Rachel Dillard
573 Kennedy St
OPPOSED
73 Morgan Witty
849 Adams St
OPPOSED

No, we like being able to choose our company and negotiate fees. This will not be possible. I also think good
service will be out the window. I think if we are forced to use the same service, a company’s quality of service
will suffer.
No, I like having a choice. There is no evidence that going to one hauler would reduce wear and tear on the
roads.

74 Melissa
451 Benton St
OPPOSED
75 Aziza Marshall
636 Johnson St
OPPOSED
76 Joshua Pehl
808 Norwood Ave
OPPOSED

No organized waste collections! I feel that I can get a lower price when companies are competing for my
business.

No

No

78 Tara Theisen
921 Monroe St
OPPOSED

The city's justification of Examining Cemetery roads against normal roads is very stupid. You have even less
traffic on a Cemetery Road. So of course, they're going to look better. I would be for a single hauler due to the
environmental benefits of having less vehicle driving. However, I do not want Republic Services. We had them
when we first moved to Anoka and they were very expensive. I don't want my City utility bill to go up that
significant of an amount. If you are going to a single hauler you should use Ace because they are local and if I
look up and down my street most people already use them. I also want to know who's getting the kick back
from pushing this single hauler because it smells a little fishy to me.
First of all you shouldn’t be choosing to implement this. I have seen the facts and there is not enough
compelling or quantifiable evidence to justify that this is necessary for the city to intervene here. It takes away
our choice and freedom to choose the hauler we want. If you choose to move forward with this you better put
it on a ballot first and let the results from residents decide if they want this. Even if the city is convinced there
is a benefit to doing this, if the residents don’t you need to remember that you ultimately work for us. If you
force this upon us without a vote, this will not be popular for you during your next election.
We should be able to make our own decision on who we want to be our garbage haulers. We should be able to
price shop and find the best deal for our household. We already don’t get to choose recycling or electricity.
This is just another way governments want to run people. LET US CHOOSE AND CITY/GOVERNMENT STAY OUT!

79 Diana Pehl
808 Norwood Ave
OPPOSED

At this time, I am not in support of single hauler or removing the people’s choice to choose their services.
Please do not make a decision that will cause financial hardship by increasing people’s expenses more than
they have already been increased through other changes.

77 Jessica Muellner
220 McCann Ave
OPPOSED
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80 Michelle Eason
907 Blackoaks Ln
OPPOSED

No! We should be able to choose our own providers. They are competitive on rates and keeps the bills low for
trash which nobody cares to pay a lot for.

UNDECIDED – SEEKING MORE INFORMATION
1

Cheryl Bakken
1419 Roosevelt St
UNDECIDED

2

JoAnn Millette
UNDECIDED

3

Mark Norton
4027 10th Ave
UNDECIDED

4

Michael Swanson
520 McKinley St
UNDECIDED
Tim Kosel
UNDECIDED

5

We didn’t hear about the public meeting on this (no mailing, phone call, etc.) We just received a large card in
the mail stating we should be at the City Council meeting on February 4th before the vote to approve it. Our
concerns are:
1. Will we have the best, affordable price if you choose one hauler.
2. It looks like we won’t have the option to have our yard waste picked up. Is this true? We have gardens
throughout our yard and maple trees that shed in the spring. I like to keep my yard clean and therefore, put
waste in that bin weekly. We aren’t able to haul the debris each week to the compost site.
3. I did watch the PowerPoint, but my questions weren’t answered.
I’m not strongly for or against organized garbage haulers. I do like the idea of having one bill for my water,
sewer, electric and garbage – very convenient. I also like the idea of having the city negotiate with the haulers
to get the best deal for the citizens. I feel like if there are issues with the hauler, the City will have our back
rather than having to deal directly with the hauler. If the city does go to a single hauler system I’d like to see:
1. Yard waste pick-up be included in the contract. This would encourage people to dispose of their yard
waste properly instead of hiding it in their garbage can or piling it up in their back yard.
2. Introduce organics recycling. I know it’s probably not feasible to have organics pick up in Anoka, but if
there could be promotion for the idea of organics recycling and have a location in Anoka for drop off,
that would be wonderful. I know Anoka County has a program but it would be great to have our city
support/encourage this.
3. Include bulk items pick-up in the contract. I think if the provider could schedule a pick up day once or
twice a year – it would greatly help homeowners. They would be more likely to haul their
unwanted/unusable large items to the end of the driveway rather than stash it in their garage, on the
side of the garage or in their back yard.
I do not want to be billed by the city for waste collection. I'm not against having one hauler, but I do not want
the city handling my business. The way I understand it is that the city billing the residents is mandatory. What
if I choose other means of disposal? Would I be forced to pay? Are there choices on which size container I
need with different prices? Can you put collection (bill) on hold when not at resident for lengths of time? I like
control of my life and what I pay for.
I don’t care if there’s only one trash hauler, but if it has to be a 7 year contract, the rates have to be less than
I’m paying now because the hauler is going to save money and the city needs to make sure they don’t go up
every year unless there’s some type of wording in the contract to prevent that.
Dear Mayor Rice and Council members. I am writing to you regarding the city pursuing organized waste
collection. I would like to express that we are currently very pleased with our trash hauler and would like to
keep the ability to choose between companies as this seems to drive a competitive market, better service and
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fair market value. Maybe I am missing something but I guess I do not understand what the benefit of a city
contracted waste collection service would be. Also, I have concerns on how this impact our service and rates as
well as additional services like yard waste collection. I for one would like to retain the ability to choose our
waste collection service and decide to change services if I ever become displeased with my current service. I
request that you keep this in mind while moving forward with the conversation and decision. Thanks you for
your time!

6
7
8

9

Toni
UNDECIDED
Joan Aykens
UNDECIDED
Amanda Weigel
822 Charlotte Ave
UNDECIDED
Lisa Hardy
3520 Placer Ave
UNDECIDED

Hi Erik, Thank you so much for this detailed explanation as the reasons you have outlined did not occur to me. I
am at 3902 9th lane and I can tell you our street is in pretty rough shape and I understand how that would
benefit us. (I drive about 5MPH or slow because of the pot holes). I guess if pricing will not have a significant
increase my concern then would mainly lie with the level of service and if yard waste collection will still be
available. When I lived in Columbia Heights I believe it was city contracted trash and recycling. Most of the
time our bin would end up in the middle of our driveway so I would have to get out of the car to move it before
I could park. A minor inconvenience but something that should be easy to avoid. Is that necessarily an issue of
a single contract service? Probably not, but having the option to change services is nice if these types of issues
arise. From your email I can tell you that you truly care and I believe and can trust you have best interests of
Anoka in mind while making your decisions. I am looking forward to reading the literature you attached and
educating myself further on the issue. Lastly, I wanted thank you for taking the time to write this email, as I am
sure it is just as easy to reply "thanks for your input" and move on. :)
Erik, Will you please explain to me the pros and cons of single solid waste hauler?
Regards.
I couldn’t see the data on Qctv so I am not sure what the pros or cons are. One thing I know is that I wouldn’t
want prices rise. I am a Sr with limited income.
I wish recycling was weekly.

Would this really keep costs down for homeowners? How often would rates go up? Would new options like
compost be offered to all residents?
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COUNCIL WORKSESSION MEMO

3.2
Agenda Item # __________

Meeting Date:

02-24-2020

Agenda Section:

Council Business and/or Discussion Items

Item Description:

Discussion; Proposed Charter Amendments (Salaries & Filling Vacancies)

Submitted By:

Amy Oehlers, ACM

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
At your December 16, 2019, the Council reviewed proposed amendments to the City Charter relating to Salaries
of Elected Officials and Vacancies in Elected Office.
At that meeting, the Council did not come to a consensus on the changes proposed by the Charter Commission
and requested that the item be sent to a future Worksession for discussion and that the Charter Commission
members be invited to attend the Worksession. An invitation to the Charter Commissions has been sent.
As an overview, the Charter Commission made the following recommendations:
Section 2.07

Salaries.
The Mayor and members of the Council shall receive such compensation for their services as may be
prescribed by ordinance adopted by the vote of four-fifths of all members of the Council. Other officers
and employees of the City shall receive such compensation as may be fixed by the Council. A review
of the Mayor and Councilmember salaries shall be conducted by the City Council every three (3) years.

Staff is suggesting that this section be further amended to change the last sentence as follows:
A review of the Mayor and Councilmember salaries shall be conducted by the City Council every three
(3) years.
A review of the Mayor and Councilmember salaries shall be conducted by the City Council in June of
every even numbered year..
Section 2.05

Vacancies in Elected Offices.
A vacancy in an elected office shall be deemed to exist in case of the failure of any person elected
thereto to qualify on or before the date of the second regular meeting of the Council in the month of
January following his/her election, or by reason of his/her death, resignation, removal from office, for
malfeasance, or nonfeasance, removal from the City, conviction of a felony before or after his/her
qualification, or for reasons prescribed by State Law. In each such case, the Council shall, by
Resolution, declare a vacancy to exist and shall forthwith appoint an eligible person to fill the vacated
seat.
At the next regular City election, the vacated seat shall be placed upon the ballot for the purpose of
filling the vacated office for the remainder of its original term. The appointed person shall serve until
the person elected qualifies for such office. If the vacated office would have normally been filled at the
next regular City election, the appointed person shall serve until the newly elected individual’s term
commences in January following the election and they have qualified for such office.
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If the Council is unable to agree on an appointment to fill the vacancy within thirty (30) days from the
occurrence of the fact giving rise to the vacancy, the Mayor shall appoint a person to fill the vacancy.
If the Council is unable to unanimously agree on an appointment to fill the vacancy, a Resolution passed
by an affirmative vote of a majority vote of the Councilmembers present at the meeting at the time the
vote is taken, shall be required to fill the vacancy. In the event of a tie vote, the Mayor shall appoint one
of the voted upon eligible persons to fill the vacancy.

Council has requested to discuss both of these sections further.
Included in your packet is information provided by Councilmember Skogquist, relating to how other cities
handle filling vacancies in elected offices.
Also included in your packet in information how the City handled it’s most recent filling of a vacancy on the
City Council.
FINANCIAL IMPACT
N/A
REQUESTED COUNCIL DIRECTION
Request the Council provide direction to staff on how to proceed with these recommendations by the Charter
Commission.
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COUNCIL MEMO

Agenda Items #3.3

Meeting Date:

February 24, 2020

Agenda Section:

Council Business and/or Discussion Items

Item Description:

Discussion; MN Highway 47 (St. Francis Boulevard) Corridor Project Open House
Recap

Submitted By:

Ben Nelson, Engineering Technician

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
The MN Highway 47 (St. Francis Boulevard) Corridor Project –Open House was held at the Green Haven Golf
Course & Event Center on Thursday, February 20, 2020 from 5:00 P.M. to 7:00 P.M. At the open house, the
public was able to view the following informational materials:
•
•
•
•
•

Preliminary Project Layout
• Project Ranking Engagement Station
Project Display Boards
• Comment Forms
3-D Concept Video to View Properties along the Corridor
Temporary Signal Information for McKinley Street Intersections
Handouts for MnDOT’s Anoka Area Improvements

DISCUSSION
Staff will provide a summary of the comments received at the open house and address any questions Council
may have on the project.
A generalized feedback summary of the comments received at the open house will be provided to council prior
to the work session.
REQUESTED COUNCIL ACTION
Staff is seeking input on any aspects associated with open house.
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Roadway Section
(Existing Condition)
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Roadway Section
(3-Lane Concept)
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